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ICHIMI     
Watsonville Buddhist Temple 
423 Bridge Street          
Watsonville, California 95076 
Office Telephone (831) 724-7860 
 

Return Service Requested  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
            
 
 

 
 
 
 
                       

 

Schedule of  July Events 

 July 1, 2, 3, and 4, 2025 - Fireworks Booth 11am - 8pm 

July 2, 7, and 9, 2025 - Obon Practice 7pm - 8pm 

  July 6, 2025 - Shotsuki Hoyo 10am 

July 13, 2025 - Hatsubon Service 10am 

July 13, 2025 - Monterey Obon 

July 20, 2025 - Watsonville Obon 

July 27, 2025 - Salinas Obon 

July 20 and 27, 2025 - No Sunday Service 

July 27, 2025 - Rummage Sale Sort 
 

Tentative Schedule of August Events 
August 1 and 2, 2025 - Rummage Sale 9am-2pm 

August 3, 2025 - Shotsuki Hoyo 10am 

August 9, 2025 - Blood Drive 10am - 2pm 

August 16, 2025 - Senior Bento Delivery 

August 10, 17, 24, and 31, 2025 - No Sunday Service 

    

       Temple Office Telephone (831) 724-7860 

Temple Office is open by appointment only. 
Email: buddhist@wbtemple.org    Website:   www.wbtemple.org 

 

    Volume LI                                                                                          Number 7                                                  July 2025 

 
   Non Profit Organization 
   U.S. Postage Paid 
   Permit Number 231 
   Watsonville, CA 95076 

     

Watsonville Buddhist Temple does not endorse any  

advertisers in this newsletter. 

Our Mission 
To spread the teachings of Shin Buddhism, 
enriching the lives of our temple members 
and the community. 
 
Our Vision 
The Watsonville Buddhist Temple is open 
and embraces everyone.  Our vision is to 
share the truth of life found in the Dharma.  
Through the teaching of Amida Buddha, we 
become aware of all we have received in life.   

http://www.wbtemple.org
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Special Points of Interest 
 

Sunday, July 13, 2025 

10:00am Hatsubon Service 

Guest Speaker:  Rev. Sydney Shiroyama 
 

Sunday, July 20, 2025 

12 Noon Watsonville Obon 
 

 

 

 

 

Obon お盆 
 

With the month of July and summer in full swing we find time to relax and enjoy time off 

from work and/or school.  Summer is also a time for families to come together to vacation 

together.  It is a time for family reunions.  Whenever we are with family we cannot help but 

to be reminded of our past family members who cannot be with us this summer. 
 

No matter how much time has gone by after the passing of a loved one, there is still empti-

ness in our lives that can never be filled.  We still want to do something for our loved ones, 

but we cannot, we feel helpless.  There are many things we wish we could say to them, but 

we cannot, and we feel helpless.  And although we like to tell ourselves that we have no re-

grets, there are still things we wish we could have done, or there are things we wish we could 

have said.  We feel helpless, and this is very natural for us. 
 

Now that we have experienced the loss of a loved one, we must find other ways to express 

our love and concern, we must find other ways to express our gratitude for all we have re-

ceived.  How can we do this?  On such matters again we are very helpless. 
 

I recall one summer when it was a beautiful day, and children were outside playing on the 

temple grounds. All the children were having a great time, including our son.  When the day 

ended for us and we had to leave he was sad and wanted to stay and continue playing.  He 

grumbled and cried, wanting to stay and play with the other children.  I remember watching 

him cry and truly feeling helpless.  What can I do? 

The next day he woke up and he was fine.  I mentioned this to my wife, and she said, “He is 

fine, you are the one that is still worried, concerned and wigged out.”  I realized that she was 

right, he was fine, it was me who felt helpless.  I needed to do something about my anxiety. 
 

The story of Obon is the story of a mother and her son. The mother had died, and the son 

Mogallana felt great anxiety over the passing of his mother.  He worried about where she was 

and what had happened to her after she died.  Mogallana consulted with the Buddha who 

told him that there is nothing you can do in your power to help your mother.  Hold a memori-

al for her, make offerings in her memory and hold a feast in her memory.  
   

By holding the memorial Mogallana was reminded of her ongoing influence on his life.  He 

honored her and expressed his gratitude to her with the offerings and a feast.   Shakyamuni 

wisely counseled Mogallana saying to him that your mother did all she could for you, and you 

should be grateful, but NOW is an opportunity to express and do all that we were not able to 

do before.  NOW is an opportunity to say and do all those things we wish we could.   
 

After performing a memorial, making offerings and holding a feast in memory of his mother, 

Mogallana no longer felt anxiety and felt freedom that made him dance for joy. 

As I was wisely counseled by my wife, I came to the realization that our son was okay.  In a 

similar way, our loved ones are okay, we are the ones filled with anxiety. What can we do? 

         Oban Continues on page 3 
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Oban Continued from page 2 

We can honor our family members. We have this time for our family members, and we have lanterns 

lit as reminder a of the light that shines from the Boundless Life of our loved ones. That light is a re-

minder of what we have received and how their lives continue to take effect upon us. 
 

Through the calling of Amida Buddha’s name “Namoamidabutsu”, we can express all those thoughts, 

all those words, all those actions and deeds we wish to bestow upon them. 
 

Obon is a time when we are reminded of what we have received and continue to receive from our 

family members who have returned to the Pure Land.  It is a time to express all that we wish to say, all 

that we wish to do. Therefore, it is a time of great joy and an opportunity to celebrate our lives that 

are deeply connected to our past. 
 

Namoamidabutsu, 
 

Rev. Hosei Shinseki 

Minister Emeritus 

 
WATSONVILLE BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

HATSUBON “FIRST OBON” SERVICE 

SUNDAY, JULY 13, 2025 10:00AM 

FEATURED SPEAKER 

 MINISTER ASSISTANT SYDNEY SHIROYAMA 

MEMBER OF BONBU STORIES 

“THE LANTERN SONG” 
https://bonbustories.art/ 

  
Calling out to anyone who would like to volunteer for the Watsonville 

Buddhist Temple Obon.  We are looking for help Friday July 18th, 

Saturday, July 19th and Sunday, July 20th. 

  

Please call JoAnn Kato at (831) 252-7754 or Kenny Kusumoto at 

(831) 435-6525 or email buddhist@wbtemple.org. 

If we do not get back to you right away, we will be in contact with you 

as we get closer to Obon. 
  

Thank you for your support. 
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The Watsonville Buddhist Temple wishes to extend our condolences to 

the family of Tomoko Tao. 

Our thoughts are with you at this difficult time. 

JULY SHOTSUKI HOYO, FAMILY MEMORIAL 

July 6, 2025 @ 10:00 am 

July Shotsuki Hoyo 

           

        2025 

 Memorial Service Schedule 
  

 Year of Death Service  Year of Death Service 

           2024  1st Year            2001  25th Annual 

      2023  3rd Annual                  1993  33rd Annual 

      2019  7th Annual       1976  50th Annual 

      2013  13th Annual       1926  100th Annual 

      2009  17th Annual  

Akimoto, Keiko 

Akiyama, Tom 

Arao, Alan 

Arao, Ted Tetsuo 

Fujita, Asa 

Hamai, Nobuko 

Hamai, Sosuke 

Hanayama, Rev. Shousei  

             Katsukiyo 

Haneta, Sumiko 

Hattori, Kin 

Higaki, Thomas Tsuyoshi 

Hirano, Isao 

Ikeda, Midori 

Inokuchi, Takeshi George 

Iwami, Shige 

Kamigawachi, Carmel 

Kawasaki, Fuji 

Kawasaki, Sanosuke 

Kondo, Gerald 

Konishi, Aki 

Kurimoto, Fusayo 

Kusumoto,  Amiko 

Kusumoto, Satsuki 

Matano, Yoshio 

Mine, Isekichi 

Misumi, Jim Naoto 

Mito, Mary 

Nagata, Takeo 

Nakahara, Robert 

Nakamoto, Motoichi 

Nakashima, Mikie 

Nakashima, Mitsuteru 

Niiyama, Ayako 

Nishihara, Mitts 

Nishita, Ronald Toshiyuki 

Nitta, Isano 

Nitta, Tokujiro 

Oita, Suwa 

Ota, Yaeko 

Sasano, Katsukazu 

Sasano, Yoshiko 

Shimonishi, Torasuke 

Shingai, Chiyoko 

Shingai, Fuku 

Shingai, Isaac 

Shingai, Seki Inouye 

Struble, Elaine Shingai 

Sugimoto, George Kazue 

Takeuchi, Sugako 

Tamasu, Masao 

Tanimasa, George 

Tao, Kazu 

Terasaki, Kichisaburo 

Teshima, Hubert 

Tsuchiyama, Sunao 

Uyeda, Sen 

Wada, Utako 

Wada, Hiroshi George 

Wakayama, Hiroko 

Yamaguchi, Tadayoshi 

Yamamoto, Aiko 

Yamamoto, Fuku 

Yamaoka, Akei 

Yamaoka, Kousaku Kay 

Yokoi, Shizu 

Yoshizumi, Tsuru 
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Hanayama Family Visit 
 

As mentioned previously, my wife Alice, granddaughter Lily, and myself visited Keiko, Shoren, and 

Elren Hanayama on May 31st in Tokyo.  We had a lovely time catching up on their busy lives since the 

last time I visited them two years ago. 
 

Each one of the Hanayama family members seem to be healthy and happy with their lives in Tokyo. It 

is very apparent that Keiko is strongly connected with Shoren and Erlen’s lives and livelihood. 

Keiko is not working now but is planning to return in the near future.  Shoren is finishing up his last 

year of college at Musashima University with a degree in international business.  After his graduation 

in March of 2026, Shoren who will be 21 in July, plans to be either working for a firm or continuing 

studying for an advance degree. Elren will be finishing up high school in March of 2026.  Being a very 

talented artist, Elren plans to enroll at Tokyo Kasei University studying digital art design.  
  

Both Shoren and Elren are open to the possibilities of either studying or working in the US.  It is a far-

reaching goal that each of them is pondering. 
 

The family misses the Watsonville Temple members.  They are very thankful for the gifts and cards and 

most of all, for the fond memories of their time spent in Watsonville. 

Gassho, 

Ken Tanimoto 

AUGUST SHOTSUKI HOYO, FAMILY MEMORIAL 

August 3, 2025 10:00 am 

Akiyama, Chou 

Akiyama, Matajiro 

Akiyoshi, Shigeo 

Arimura, Ken 

Aoki, Mieko 

Arita, Sadako 

Champagne, Sumie Nadamoto 

Elliston, Sherri 

Etow, Kenzo 

Fujiimoto, Zenkichi 

Hashimoto, Ikuta 

Hamada, Teruo 

Hatsushi, Kisae 

Hirano, Mary 

Jofuku, Kazushige 

Jyoji, Masaru 

Kajihara, Eiji 

Kimura, Kawano 

Koda, Evelyn Misao 

Koda, Wakataro 

Kowaki, Hama 

Kusumoto, Masumi 

Kusumoto, Yoshiharu 

Maemura, Matsu 

Matsui, Tamiko 

Matsumoto, Isaku 

Matsunami, Iwao 

Morimoto, Joe Kazumi 

Morimune, Harry Sozo 

Muronaka, Tooru 

Nakase, Sen 

Nakase, Tom 

Nakashima, Junko 

Nishimoto, Hamaichi 

Nishita, George 

Oita, Motosuke 

Okamoto, Haruo 

Okamura, Hiseto Harry 

Ota, Teruzo 

Saiki, Kimiye 

Sakamoto, Juzo 

Sakata, Namiko 

Sasano, Iwataro 

Shirachi, Maxine 

Sukekane, Noburo 

Tachibana, Masao 

Takada, Masako 

Tanaka, Minoru 

Tsuchiyama, Ai 

Tsuchiyama, Uta 

Tsuji, Misu 

Tsukiji, May Takako 

Umeda, Ben 

Wada, Gozaemon 

Yamakoshi, Kyotaro 

Yamamoto, Hiromi Henry 

Yamaoka,  Tony Masami 

Yonekura, Hisaye 

Yorita, Kenjun 

Yoshida, Tom Tami 

Yoshii, Haruko 

 

August Shotsuki Hoyo 
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 Phyllis Nagamine and Family   In Appreciation Hatsumairi for Lucus Guimaras 

Helder and Laura Nagamine Guimaras  In Appreciation Hatsumairi for Lucus Guimaras 
Richard and Susan Uyematsu   Hanamatsuri 

Dennis Hamada     Yamashita Memorial Service 

Richard and Susan Uyematsu   Obon 

Dennis Hamada     Obon 

Esther, Jason, and Ura Family   In Memory of Tomoko Tao 

Jennifer Ura Gavin and Family   In Memory of Tomoko Tao 
  

Shotsuki Hoyo 

David Akiyoshi     

Annette Rikimaru   In Memory of George and Mickie Shirachi 

Marcia Hashimoto   In Memory of Frances Hoshiyama 

Marcia Hashimoto   In Memory of Mas Hashimoto 

Alan and Gayle Uyematsu  In Memory of Rempei and Jim Uyematsu 

Osamu Nagamine  

Doris Yonemura 

Yoshie Maemura 

Carolyn Misumi    In Memory of Gijiro Misumi 

Mitsuyo Tao     In Memory of Takeyo Tao 

Sayuri Yamanishi   In Memory of Tadao and Akiji Yamanishi    

Jon and Suzanne Yamanishi  In Memory of Tadao and Akiji Yamanishi 

Yoko Umeda    In Memory of Mother Hiroko Kawasaki 

Toshiko Yamashita    

Richard and Susan Uyematsu  In Memory of Rempei, Roy, Mary, and  Jim Uyematsu 

Richard and Susan Uyematsu  In Memory of Vernon Tashima 

Chris Izumizaki     

Thank you for your generous donations 

June 3, 2025 Board Meeting Highlights (In Person and Zoom)  

  

The board offered condolences to the family of Tomoko Tao who passed away on May 15, 2025. 
  

We will observe Hatsubon Service in July,  This year we will have 14 names on the Hatsubon Service list.  

The guest speaker will be Rev. Sydney Shiroyama of Palo Alto. 
  

The Santa Cruz County History Fair attracted 350 - 400 people with 32 exhibitors.  We had many first time 

visitors who toured the Hondo.  Obon Festival posters were distributed to the exhibitors to post.  Our his-

torical documents are being rescanned for our archives. 
  

The blood drive generated 20 donors.  We have scheduled additional blood drives for August 9th and No-

vember 8th .  This is our Dana, selfless giving.  It is an integral aspect of Buddhist philosophy and practice. 
  

Senior Bento for 80 year olds and older committee is asking for help in identifying 80+ year olds to receive 

a bento. 
  

The board passed a new mission and vision statement 
  

Diana Tsuchida Idemoto is requesting new and old photos of temple events to be stored digitally for easy 

access when needed. 
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 Scouting News 

  

June 7th and 8th the Scouts will be hiking in either the Pinnacles or Nisene Marks Park. 
  

June 28th and 29th will be their first backpack trip with this group through Castle Rock State Park. 
  

They will be doing several events in August and September, including the Motherload Shootout, 

Roleplay event at Camp Hi Sierra, and the Mountainman Rendezvous at Camp Cheseborough. 

Monterey Pennisula Buddhist Temple has requested help from Watsonville Buddhist Temple to 

prepare for their Obon on Sunday, July 13th. 
   

They need help Friday, July 11th at 6pm and Saturday, July 12th at 10am.  We will be sending a 

group to assist them.   
 

If you wish to  volunteer, please leave your contact information at (831)724-7860 or email us at 

buddhist@wbtemple.org. 
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2025 Obon Lanterns  
Honoring our Ancestors 

 

White Obon lanterns light up the hall honoring family members from the past.  The legend of 
Obon dates to the time of the Buddha and it was believed that the souls of our ancestors 

would return during the time of Obon.  The small Obon lanterns called Obon Chochin 盆提灯

were lit to temporarily welcome back the spirits of our deceased ancestors. Offerings were 
made in memory of the deceased ancestors to the temple.  In our Jodoshinshu tradition, the 
lights of the lantern remind us of the continuing influence of our family members as we re-
member them today.  
 
The Watsonville Buddhist Temple 2025 Obon Festival will be held on July 20th (Sunday).  Each 
year we offer families the opportunity to honor family members who have returned to the 
Pure Land with a memorial Obon lantern.  Your family member’s name will be attached to a 
lantern and displayed at the Obon Festival for years to come.  Please complete the form below 
and a lantern will be created for your family member(s).  
 
A $50 donation or more to the Watsonville Buddhist Temple will be accepted  for each lantern 
in memory of your family member . 
 
Name of Deceased:  _________________________________Year of Death:  ____________ 
 
Homyo/Buddhist Name:  _____________________________ 
 
Name of Deceased:  _________________________________ Year of Death:  ____________ 
 
Homyo/Buddhist Name:  _____________________________ 
 
Your Name:  _______________________________ Email:  ___________________________ 
 
 
Please submit the information to the Watsonville Buddhist Temple office or to Rev. Shinseki at 
revhosei@gmail.com.   Please email Rev. Shinseki if you have any questions. 
 
Deadline for submission of your Obon Lantern request is July 6, 2025. 

mailto:revhosei@gmail.com
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TRI-TEMPLE BUDDHIST TEMPLES 

MONTEREY, SALINAS & WATSONVILLE 

HOST THE TRI-TEMPLE 

FALL OHIGAN SEMINAR 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2025 

11:00 AM 

FEATURED SPEAKER 

REVEREND DR. KENJI AKAHOSHI 

 

HOSTED AT THE MONTEREY PENINSULA BUDDHIST 

TEMPLE 
1155 NOCHE BUENA STREET 

SEASIDE, CA 93955 

 

SAVE THE DATE  

TRI-TEMPLE GOLF TOURNAMENT 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2025 

THE CLUB AT CRAZY HORSE RANCH 

475 SAN JUAN GRADE ROAD, SALINAS 

 

  CONTACT:  

  SALINAS:  MEL AOKI   mmjtaoki@yahoo.com 

  WATSONVILLE:  REV. SHINSEKI  jshinseki@gmail.com 

  MONTEREY:  LINDA KADANI  lmkadinki@sbcglobal.net 

Thank you to everyone who came out for Temple Clean-up. 

You all did a great job cleaning the inside and outside of our 

temple. 
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Watsonville Buddhist Temple 

423 Bridge Street 
Watsonville, CA 95076 

Items can be dropped off (at the back gym door across from BBQ pits), 
starting Mon., July 21st thru Wed., July 30th from 9:00am to 2:00 pm.  Other 
arrangements can be made by leaving a message at (831) 247-0300 or at 
the Temple Office at (831) 724-7860.  Please do not drop off items before 
July 21st. 
 

Items NOT ACCEPTED:  
Mattresses 
TV, Computer, E-waste 
Child Car Seats 
Large Pieces of Furniture 
Large Appliances (Washer and Dryers, Refrigerators) 
Anything broken, torn or dirty 

 
If you are not sure if an item would be appropriate, please keep it.  Please take some 
time in deciding what to donate.  Remember, we are not a substitute for the landfill 
or the dumpster.  
 

SORTING DAY will be Sunday, July 27th  9:00 am until sorting is completed. 
 

Your help will be greatly appreciated. 

Fri., August 1, 2025 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Sat., August 2, 2025 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm  
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(If you are interested in becoming a Watsonville Buddhist Temple member, please contact 

the Temple at (831)724-7860 or email buddhist@wbtemple.org) 
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    2025 Watsonville Buddhist Temple Membership Form 
 
                          The dues for 2025 are: 
 

                           Single Membership - $260 
                Couple or Family Membership - $520 

     San Juan/Hollister Howakai – Single $130 and Couple or Family $260 
 

Please make check payable to Watsonville Buddhist Temple 
Mail to:  Watsonville Buddhist Temple  423 Bridge St. Watsonville, CA.  95076 

 
If you wish, you are welcome to donate in excess of the amount stated above. 

 
 

Date___________________        Please check one:  Continuing Member_____ or New Member_____ 
 
Primary Member 
 
Last Name___________________________  First Name___________________________  Middle Initial______ 
 
Home Address______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address if different____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone_______________________________  Cell Phone_________________________________ 
 
Email Address______________________________________ 
 
Spouse 
 
Last Name___________________________  First Name___________________________  Middle Initial______ 
 
Cell Phone_________________________________ 
 
Email Address______________________________________ 
 
 
Child/Children 
 
First Name_____________________ Last Name_____________________  MI____  Date of Birth___________ 
 
First Name_____________________ Last Name_____________________  MI ____  Date of Birth___________ 
 
First Name_____________________ Last Name_____________________  MI ____  Date of Birth___________ 
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